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been engaged almost daily, more or less, in writing a brief historical account of America. The work is to be
in two volumes-say 75 leaves each: its leading topics are the discovery, situation, & extent of the country,
& the character, manners, customs, & the various political, literary, religious and benevolent institutions of
the people-arranged into 56 chapters. I have undertaken it as an exercise in learning the language, and
because such a work is greatly needed, & its execution, by a beginner, more easy than the standard tracts.
The work will be published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge in China.”
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* £ I, Patrick Hanan, The Missionary Novels of Nineteenth-Century China, Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies, Vol.60:No.2 (Dec. 2000), PP. 413-443.
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